[Plasma level of etidocaine within the first two hours after axillary plexus block in healthy adults and patients with renal insufficiency (author's transl)].
The plasma level of etidocaine was studied within the first two hours of axillary block in 7 patients with renal insufficiency and 7 healthy adults. After 15-20 min the maximum of plasma concentration was found in the group with renal failure and after 30-45 min in the healthy adults. 30 min after the block the plasma level was 1,26 +/- 0,62 mug/ml in the ill patients and only 0,73 +/- 0,31 in the normal group. Using a mathematical model the ratio of permeation into the blood is significantly higher in the group with renal failure than in the healthy adults. The main reason for these results seems to be the acidosis, which is often combined with renal insufficiency. The meaning of these results for regional anaesthesia in patients like these is discussed.